now bears. It has become simply the title
of a modest scholastic institution. Then it
was a banner standing for the deliverance of
working-class youth from darkness and igno-
rance, vivid assertion of the new right of
man to knowledge. And all of us at that time
regarded the Rabfak with what can only be
described as tender emotions.

In practice this is how things worked out:
by the autumn of 1923, aspirations towards
the Rabfak had got a hold on almost all our
charges. These aspirations had crept into the,
colony unnoticed, as far back as 1921, when
our women teachers had persuaded the ill-,
starred Raissa to go to the Rabfak. Many
Rabfak students from among the youth of,
the engine works used to come and see us.,
The colonists would listen enviously to their
stones of the heroic days of the first Rabfaks,
arid this envy helped them to receive our own
propaganda work for the Rabfak with greater
warmth. We urged our charges towards school
and learning with the utmost insistence,
speaking of the Rabfak as of the most glorious
path a human being could take. But entry
into the Rabfak was associated in the eyes
of the colonists with an examination of insu-
perable difficulty, only to be passed, according
to eyewitnesses, by prodigies. We had great
difficulty in convincing our pupils that it
was possible to prepare for this terrible ordeal
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